


Matthew 13:44-46 NLT

44 “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure that a man 
discovered hidden in a field. In his excitement, he hid it 

again and sold everything he owned to get enough money 
to buy the field.

45 “Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the 
lookout for choice pearls. 46 When he discovered a pearl of 

great value, he sold everything he owned and bought it!
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The kingdom – Its value exceeds all other treasures
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2. We Are One Message

I have had one message for Jews and Greeks alike—the 
necessity of repenting from sin and turning to God, and 

of having faith in our Lord Jesus. Acts 20:21 
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4. We Are Alive

Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be 
built on him. Then your faith will grow strong in the 
truth you were taught, and you will overflow with 

thankfulness. Col. 2:7 
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Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be 
rich in good works and generous to those in need, 
always being ready to share with others. 1Tim. 6:18 
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6. We Are Worshippers

Instead, you must worship Christ as Lord of your life. 
And if someone asks about your hope as a believer, 

always be ready to explain it. 1Pet. 3:15 
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Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in every 
way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his 

body, the church. Eph. 4:15 
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8. We Are a Target

And all nations will hate you because you are my 
followers. But everyone who endures to the end will be 

saved. Matt. 10:22 
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9. We Are the What Now
So God has given both his promise and his oath. These two things 

are unchangeable because it is impossible for God to lie. Therefore, 
we who have fled to him for refuge can have great confidence as we 

hold to the hope that lies before us. 19 This hope is a strong and 
trustworthy anchor for our souls. It leads us through the curtain into 

God’s inner sanctuary. Heb. 6:18 

For the law never made anything perfect. But now we have 
confidence in a better hope, through which we draw near to God. 

Heb. 7:19 

Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God 
can be trusted to keep his promise. Heb. 10:23 
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The church is not an institution for perfect people. It is a sanctuary 
for sinners saved by grace, empowered by the Holy Spirit to be the 

presence of Christ in a dark world. Its proclamation is the Gospel 
through the mandate of love. It is the bride of Christ, beautiful and 

radiant in its glory, where the children of God are nurtured for 
growth. It exists as a haven of hope and the guardian of truth, a 

defender of the helpless, and a refuge for broken souls. Though it is 
continually attacked, vilified, and criticized, it is the greatest hope 

for transforming our world.
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It’s a people, not a place 


