


2 Corinthians 6:3-10 NLT

3 We live in such a way that no one will stumble because of 
us, and no one will find fault with our ministry. 4 In 

everything we do, we show that we are true ministers of 
God. We patiently endure troubles and hardships and 

calamities of every kind. 5 We have been beaten, been put in 
prison, faced angry mobs, worked to exhaustion, endured 

sleepless nights, and gone without food. 
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Paul did not want to be a stumbling block-regardless 
of the difficulties he experienced.
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6 We prove ourselves by our purity, our understanding, our 
patience, our kindness, by the Holy Spirit within us, and by 

our sincere love. 7 We faithfully preach the truth. God’s 
power is working in us. We use the weapons of 

righteousness in the right hand for attack and the left hand 
for defense. 
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Paul’s life was an unquestionable example of divine 
empowerment.



2 Corinthians 6:3-10 NLT

8 We serve God whether people honor us or despise us, 
whether they slander us or praise us. We are honest, but 
they call us impostors. 9 We are ignored, even though we 

are well known. We live close to death, but we are still alive. 
We have been beaten, but we have not been killed. 10 Our 
hearts ache, but we always have joy. We are poor, but we 

give spiritual riches to others. We own nothing, and yet we 
have everything.
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Paul’s actions reflected who had mastery over his 
life.
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• I will never leave or forsake you (Heb 13:5)
• Come to me all who are weary and heavy laden

and I will give you rest (Matt 11:28)
• I will heal the broken-hearted (Isa 61:1)
• Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 

comforted (Matt 5:4)
• Even though I walk through the valley of the 

shadow of death, I will fear no evil (Psalm 23:4)



The Church’s Dilemma? 

In the midst of a culture that struggles with ‘why’, the 
church stands as God’s model that hope is always within 

reach.


