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A 3rd influence
“RELIGION”



John 17:13-19 NLT

13 “Now I am coming to you. I told them many things while I 
was with them in this world so they would be filled with my 
joy. 14 I have given them your word. And the world hates 
them because they do not belong to the world, just as I do 
not belong to the world. 15 I’m not asking you to take them 
out of the world, but to keep them safe from the evil one. 16

They do not belong to this world any more than I do. 17

Make them holy by your truth; teach them your word, 
which is truth. 18 Just as you sent me into the world, I am 
sending them into the world. 19 And I give myself as a holy 
sacrifice for them so they can be made holy by your truth.
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The Church’s Dilemma? 

We exist in a culture that is hostile to Christian truth, yet 
we do not have the luxury of disengaging from the 

world around us.



Truth is most appealing and most acceptable when done 
in acts of love, humility, and sacrifice.



You don’t always have to chop with the sword 
of truth, you can point with it, too.

Anne Lamott
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