


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Love God

Love Others

Change the World

The Great
Commandment

The Great
Commission

“‘You must love the LORD 
your God with all your heart, 

all your soul, all your 
strength, and all your mind.’ 
And, ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’” (Luke 10:27)

Therefore, go and make 
disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. (Matt. 

28:19) 



Romans 12:9-21 NLT

9 Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. 
Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to what is good. 10 Love 

each other with genuine affection and take delight in 
honoring each other. 11 Never be lazy but work hard and 

serve the Lord enthusiastically. 12 Rejoice in our confident 
hope. Be patient in trouble, and keep on praying. 13 When 
God’s people are in need, be ready to help them. Always 

be eager to practice hospitality.



Romans 12:9-21 NLT

14 Bless those who persecute you. Don’t curse them; pray 
that God will bless them. 15 Be happy with those who are 

happy, and weep with those who weep. 16 Live in 
harmony with each other. Don’t be too proud to enjoy 
the company of ordinary people. And don’t think you 

know it all!



Romans 12:9-21 NLT

17 Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a 
way that everyone can see you are honorable. 18 Do all 

that you can to live in peace with everyone.
19 Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the 

righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, 
“I will take revenge;

I will pay them back,”
says the LORD.



Romans 12:9-21 NLT

20 Instead,
“If your enemies are hungry, feed them.

If they are thirsty, give them something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap

burning coals of shame on their heads.”
21 Don’t let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing 
good.
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Why is love so hard?

1. It’s the central need of every human
2. Because the path of hatred is so easy
3. It’s either the most doubted aspect of God’s character or the 

most affirmed, both of which present an unbalanced view of 
God.

4. It can appear to give license for people to be the worst 
version of themselves.

5. Love, more than any other characteristic, can easily turn 
toxic.

6. It will serve as a legitimate judgment against me.
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What now? How do we manage love?

1. Pray, asking daily for continual transformation.
2. Grow in Christ, not for yourself, but for the sake of 

others.
3. Learn to pause and lean into grace whenever your 

first gut reaction is judgement.
4. Stay truthful and humble in equal measure.



The church’s dilemma? 

People’s acceptance of our disagreement will not 
happen until they see and experience our love for them 

as people. 


