
Faith Greater Than



And it is impossible to please God 
without faith. Anyone who wants to 
come to him must believe that God 

exists and that he rewards those who 
sincerely seek him. 

Hebrews 11:6 NLT
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Theme Verse



3 Dear brothers and sisters, we can't help but 
thank God for you, because your faith is 

flourishing and your love for one another is 
growing.

4 We proudly tell God's other churches about 
your endurance and faithfulness in all the 

persecutions and hardships you are suffering.
5 And God will use this persecution to show his 
justice and to make you worthy of his Kingdom, 
for which you are suffering. (2 Thess. 1:3-5 NLT)

>



6 In his justice he will pay back those who 
persecute you.

7 And God will provide rest for you who are 
being persecuted and also for us when the 

Lord Jesus appears from heaven. He will come 
with his mighty angels,

8 in flaming fire, bringing judgment on those 
who don't know God and on those who refuse 

to obey the Good News of our Lord Jesus.
(2 Thess. 1:6-8 NLT)
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2 Striking Contrasts 



1.  Faith is flourishing and love is growing
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2 Striking Contrasts 

2.  Suffering from hardship and persecution



18 "If the world hates you, remember that it 
hated me first.

19 The world would love you as one of its 
own if you belonged to it, but you are no 

longer part of the world. I chose you to come 
out of the world, so it hates you. 

(John. 15:18-19 NLT)
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The Problem with Hate



Hate is forged in the fires of anger, pain, and 
injustice.
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Hate is forged in the fires of anger, pain, and 
injustice.

Your ability to grow is often a by-product of 
your hate

Hate unchecked promotes the worst of 
human behaviour
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The 2 Antidotes for Hate 



1. The Holy Spirit
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The 2 Antidotes for Hate 

2. Authentic faith expressed in truth and 
love


