
Playing Favourites
Passages that Inspire

Tough Love (Exodus 24-34)



Scripture is a mirror into our heart and a window 
into God’s heart 



12 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Come up to me on the mountain. 
Stay there, and I will give you the tablets of stone on which I have 

inscribed the instructions and commands so you can teach the people.” 

Exod. 24:12 NLT



The LORD told Moses, "Quick! Go down the mountain! Your people 
whom you brought from the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves.
8 How quickly they have turned away from the way I commanded them 
to live! They have melted down gold and made a calf, and they have 
bowed down and sacrificed to it. They are saying, 'These are your 

gods, O Israel, who brought you out of the land of Egypt.'"

Exod. 32:7-8 NLT



15 Then Moses turned and went down the mountain. He held in his 
hands the two stone tablets inscribed with the terms of the covenant. 

They were inscribed on both sides, front and back.
16 These tablets were God's work; the words on them were written by 

God himself.
17 When Joshua heard the boisterous noise of the people shouting 

below them, he exclaimed to Moses, "It sounds like war in the camp!"
18 But Moses replied, "No, it's not a shout of victory nor the wailing of 

defeat. I hear the sound of a celebration."

Exod. 32:15-20 NLT



19 When they came near the camp, Moses saw the calf and the 
dancing, and he burned with anger. He threw the stone tablets to the 

ground, smashing them at the foot of the mountain.
20 He took the calf they had made and burned it. Then he ground it into 

powder, threw it into the water, and forced the people to drink it.

Exod. 32:15-20 NLT



Then the LORD told Moses, "Chisel out two stone tablets like the first 
ones. I will write on them the same words that were on the tablets you 

smashed.
2 Be ready in the morning to climb up Mount Sinai and present yourself 

to me on the top of the mountain.
3 No one else may come with you. In fact, no one is to appear 

anywhere on the mountain. Do not even let the flocks or herds graze 
near the mountain."

Exod. 34:1-6 NLT



So Moses chiseled out two tablets of stone like the first ones. Early in 
the morning he climbed Mount Sinai as the LORD had commanded 

him, and he carried the two stone tablets in his hands.
5 Then the LORD came down in a cloud and stood there with him; and 

he called out his own name, Yahweh.
6 The LORD passed in front of Moses, calling out, "Yahweh! The 

LORD! The God of compassion and mercy! I am slow to anger and 
filled with unfailing love and faithfulness.

Exod. 34:1-6 NLT
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• God is unique, therefore he often acts in unique ways
• Faith, belief, trust, and prayer are the main relational links to God
• God is more interested in making us whole than in us fully 

understanding him
• Experience often becomes a teacher God uses when we develop a 

listening or obedience problem
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