


Galatians 2:11-16 NLT

11 But when Peter came to Antioch, I had to oppose 
him to his face, for what he did was very wrong.
12 When he first arrived, he ate with the Gentile 

believers, who were not circumcised. But afterward, 
when some friends of James came, Peter wouldn’t eat 
with the Gentiles anymore. He was afraid of criticism 
from these people who insisted on the necessity of 

circumcision.
13 As a result, other Jewish believers followed Peter’s 
hypocrisy, and even Barnabas was led astray by their 

hypocrisy.





• The process of transformation will expose
ongoing battlefields.
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• Influence magnifies hypocrisy. 
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14 When I saw that they were not following the truth of 
the gospel message, I said to Peter in front of all the 

others, “Since you, a Jew by birth, have discarded the 
Jewish laws and are living like a Gentile, why are you now 

trying to make these Gentiles follow the Jewish 
traditions?

15 “You and I are Jews by birth, not ‘sinners’ like the 
Gentiles.

16 Yet we know that a person is made right with God by 
faith in Jesus Christ, not by obeying the law. And we have 
believed in Christ Jesus, so that we might be made right 
with God because of our faith in Christ, not because we 
have obeyed the law. For no one will ever be made right 

with God by obeying the law.”





Peter’s failure in Antioch reminds us that: 



• Hypocrisy sends a false message about who 
is truly accepted by God.
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• Fear can distort grace. 
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