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• 21 of the 27 books in the New Testament are letters, or epistles.
• The word “epistle” is derived from the Greek word epistole, 

which translates to “letter” or “message.” 
• They follow the general custom and form of letters that became 

an important part of communication in the Greek-speaking 
world about 300 years before the birth of Jesus.

• Meant to be read as a whole, not in parts or pieces.
• They are “occasional/situational” documents. 



The New Testament Letters

The letters (epistles) help to answer the 
question, “How do I make Jesus real in my life?” 



1 This letter is from Paul, Silas, and Timothy. We are writing to the church in 
Thessalonica, to you who belong to God the Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ. May God give you grace and peace. 2 We always thank God for all of 
you and pray for you constantly. 3 As we pray to our God and Father about 

you, we think of your faithful work, your loving deeds, and the enduring 
hope you have because of our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 We know, dear brothers 
and sisters, that God loves you and has chosen you to be his own people.

5 For when we brought you the Good News, it was not only with words but 
also with power, for the Holy Spirit gave you full assurance that what we 

said was true. And you know of our concern for you from the way we lived 
when we were with you.

1 Thessalonians 1:1-9 NLT



6 So you received the message with joy from the Holy Spirit in spite of the 
severe suffering it brought you. In this way, you imitated both us and the 

Lord. 7 As a result, you have become an example to all the believers in 
Greece—throughout both Macedonia and Achaia.

8 And now the word of the Lord is ringing out from you to people 
everywhere, even beyond Macedonia and Achaia, for wherever we go we 
find people telling us about your faith in God. We don’t need to tell them 

about it, 9 for they keep talking about the wonderful welcome you gave us 
and how you turned away from idols to serve the living and true God.

1 Thessalonians 1:1-9 NLT
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The New Testament Letters – Why They are Important

• Behavior that required correction.
• A doctrinal truth that needed clarification or correction.
• A misunderstanding that needed further light 

(theological, personal, ecclesiastical).
• A blueprint for the church, its makeup, its ordinances, 

and its governance. 
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