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Empire Brings About Its Own Demise
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9 When the Lamb broke the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the
souls of all who had been martyred for the word of God and for
being faithful in their testimony. '® They shouted to the Lord and
said, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you judge
the people who belong to this world and avenge our blood for
what they have done to us?” " Then a white robe was given to each
of them. And they were told to rest a little longer until the full
number of their brothers and sisters—their fellow servants of Jesus
who were to be martyred—had joined them.
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A Few Thoughts on Chapter 6

Think Justice — Not Judgement

The 2 Main Sources of Christian Persecution — Religion

and Government

Chapter 6, is related to Jesus’ Olivet Discourse found in

Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21.
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' Then | saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth,
holding back the four winds so they did not blow on the earth or
the sea, or even on any tree. 2 And | saw another angel coming up
from the east, carrying the seal of the living God. And he shouted to
those four angels, who had been given power to harm land and
sea, 3 “Wait! Don’t harm the land or the sea or the trees until we
have placed the seal of God on the foreheads of his servants.”

4 And | heard how many were marked with the seal of God—
144,000 were sealed from all the tribes of Israel:
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9 After this | saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every
nation and tribe and people and language, standing in front of the
throne and before the Lamb. They were clothed in white robes and
held palm branches in their hands. ' And they were shouting with
a great roar,

““Salvation comes from our God who sits on the throne
and from the Lamb!”’

" And all the angels were standing around the throne and around
the elders and the four living beings. And they fell before the
throne with their faces to the ground and worshiped God.
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'3 Then one of the twenty-four elders asked me, “Who are these
who are clothed in white? Where did they come from?”
4 And | said to him, “Sir, you are the one who knows.”

Then he said to me, “These are the ones who died in the great
tribulation. They have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb
and made them white.
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5 “That is why they stand in front of God’s throne and serve him
day and night in his Temple. And he who sits on the throne
will give them shelter.

' They will never again be hungry or thirsty; they will never be
scorched by the heat of the sun.

7 For the Lamb on the throne will be their Shepherd.

He will lead them to springs of life-giving water.

And God will wipe every tear from their eyes.”

81 When the Lamb broke the seventh seal on the scroll, there was
silence throughout heaven for about half an hour.
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God’s people are not called to overthrow Empire violently but to resist it
by nonviolent faithful living.

(Gorman, Reading Revelation Responsibly, pg. 151).
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