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Esther and the crisis 
before her 

• She must break a law that is punishable 
by death

• She must admit to deceiving Xerxes
• She must convince Xerxes to revoke an 

irreversible law at great personal 
expense

• She must outsmart and oppose the 
second most powerful person in the 
kingdom

• She must expose a plot that will make 
Xerxes lose face



Esther 5:1-2 (NLT)

1 On the third day of the fast, Esther put on 
her royal robes and entered the inner 

court of the palace, just across from the 
king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal 

throne, facing the entrance. 2 When he 
saw Queen Esther standing there in the 

inner court, he welcomed her and held out 
the gold scepter to her. So Esther 

approached and touched the end of the 
scepter.



Esther 6:1-3 (NLT)

1 That night the king had trouble sleeping, 
so he ordered an attendant to bring the 

book of the history of his reign so it could 
be read to him. 2 In those records he 

discovered an account of how Mordecai 
had exposed the plot of Bigthana and 

Teresh, two of the eunuchs who guarded 
the door to the king’s private quarters. 

They had plotted to assassinate King 
Xerxes. 3 “What reward or recognition did 
we ever give Mordecai for this?” the king 
asked. His attendants replied, “Nothing 

has been done for him.” 



Delays are often periods of God preparing us for 
something greater 



Esther 7:3-8 (NLT)

3 Queen Esther replied, “If I have found 
favor with the king, and if it pleases the 

king to grant my request, I ask that my life 
and the lives of my people will be spared. 4

For my people and I have been sold to 
those who would kill, slaughter, and 

annihilate us. If we had merely been sold 
as slaves, I could remain quiet, for that 

would be too trivial a matter to warrant 
disturbing the king.” 5 “Who would do 
such a thing?” King Xerxes demanded. 
“Who would be so presumptuous as to 

touch you?” 



Esther 7:3-8 (NLT)

6 Esther replied, “This wicked Haman is 
our adversary and our enemy.” Haman 

grew pale with fright before the king and 
queen. 7 Then the king jumped to his feet 

in a rage and went out into the palace 
garden. Haman, however, stayed behind 

to plead for his life with Queen Esther, for 
he knew that the king intended to kill him. 

8 In despair he fell on the couch where 
Queen Esther was reclining, just as the 

king was returning from the palace 
garden. The king exclaimed, “Will he even 
assault the queen right here in the palace, 
before my very eyes?” And as soon as the 

king spoke, his attendants covered 
Haman’s face, signaling his doom. 



Because God is faithful to his Word, his promises, his 
plan, and his people, there is a day of reckoning for all 

who do evil against Him 


