
BRENT PAUL 
What has God been teaching me? How has VG blessed me during this time? 
 
When I first thought about responding to these two questions I thought I didn’t have much 
to say. After all, I haven’t lost anyone personally due to Covid-19. I haven’t suffered any 
undue hardship because of the loss of a job or income. Perhaps the largest sense of 
disruption has been the inability to meet in person with my family, VG community and other 
friends. The loss of being able to meet together in person has been difficult but given the 
benefit of perhaps keeping them safe is worth the disruption. Therefore, put simply, my 
thoughts have been more about What should I be doing with all I have been given and can 
the normal way we worship together be changed or done differently? 
 
Yes, I really do miss the blessing of Sunday mornings at VG. The laughter, the heart felt 
greetings, the encouragement and stimulation of worshipping together etc. Yet the online 
service is just as much a blessing for this time and my joy of learning what God desires of me 
hasn’t really changes. I am still enjoying and worshipping God forever but in a different way 
for the time being. I still get to be blessed by the music, the messages and the sidebar chats 
every Sunday. I’m still involved with my VG community. 
 
However, one of the major things I believe God is teaching me and what I’m learning is that 
I’ve been given a much larger view of worship. In particular, I have been challenged to ask 
myself, “ How should I be using the resources God has provided to worship him practically 
and to look for opportunities to do so. Or as some of you may have heard me say many 
times, “Lord what are the “kairos” moments you are revealing in order for me to worship 
you with greater risk? What windows are you opening for me to see you more clearly and to 
follow you in love? 
 
I’m still learning them but the last several months I have been blessed by having more phone 
conversations with people I didn’t get to talk much with while being inside the VG building, 
having lots of encouraging conversations with younger men via Zoom, Facetime , Whatsapp 
and other virtual media options. This excites me because I am blessed as they speak into my 
life and share their questions, doubts, dreams and their journey through life.  
 
We, Jennifer and I, have been able to share more resources both locally and globally 
because we have not been spending as much on gas, on going out, etc. This has allowed us 
to see that “we are blessed to be a blessing.” All because our eyes have been opened more 
to the heart wrenching disruptions in other peoples lives because of Covid-19 and we’ve had 
the time to reflect and act in accordance to what has been revealed to us. 
 
So I am truly thankful for all the “moments” I’ve been given to expand my view and love for 
Jesus that I didn’t take the time or have the time to do before this year. Now, don’t mistake 
what I am saying as a wish for this isolation to continue –that, it isn’t. However, it is my 
prayer when this ends and a vaccine is developed my return to normal will be with renewed 
energy to not return to the same kind of normal.  



My prayer is to take all that I have learned and serve Jesus with more love and wide-eyed 
wonder as to how He will take what he’s taught me, through his Spirit, and use it so that I 
can be as Paul says in 1 Timothy 6, “rich in good works and generous to those in need, 
always being ready to share with others. 19 By doing this they  (inset Brent) will be storing up 
their treasure as a good foundation for the future so that they may experience true life.” 
 
This is only a small part what I have learned and what God has taught me during this season 
of life.  
 


